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DETAILED ACTION 

Receipt is acknowledged of the IDS filed on 6/10/2005, which has been entered in the 
file. Claims 1-16 and 18 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the iii\ eiitioii is not iclentieall\ cliseloscd or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, il' the tlilleienees between the siibjeet matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-12, 16 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Stefan et al (US 6,594,557 Bl) in view of Tan et al (US 6,574,531 B2). 

Re claims 1-12, 16 and 18. Stefan et al teaches (re claim 1) a method for providing information 
support to a vehicle driver by means of a vehicle multimedia system (Figure 1, vehicle data 
processing system 10), which includes a vehicle computer (Figure 1, vehicle computer 14) and 
an external computer (Figure 1, resource data system 20) that exchange data in a bidirectional 
communication, said method comprising: providing special memory areas (information packets) 
in the vehicle computer and in the external computer, contents of said special memory areas 
characterizing elements of information available to and selectable by the driver of a vehicle by 
means of the vehicle multimedia system. Stefan et al teaches information packets (special 
memory areas), which are comprised of various information requested by the vehicle computer 
(Figure 1, vehicle computer 14), then transferred to said vehicle computer (Figure 1, vehicle 
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computer 14), and processed and displayed to the user (col. 2, lines 36-60); (re claim 1) wherein, 
contents of the special memory areas are automatically compared. Stefan et al teaches one 
embodiment of his invention where an information packet (special memory area) is used to 
compare best prices at retail locations (Figure 3, col. 4, lines 19-35). Another embodiment 
taught by Stefan et al is using an information packet (special memory area) to compare cheapest 
fuel price at nearby gas stations, (col. 2, lines 62-63); and (re claim 1) data are exchanged only 
after successfiil selection or alteration by the driver of the vehicles via bidirectional 
communication (col. 3, lines 41-59); (re claim 4) wherein processing is performed at least in part 
by intervention of a human operator. Stefan et al uses an operator interface (Figure 1 , operator 
interface 12) to allow the occupant of the vehicle to input information for the vehicle computer 
(Figure 1, vehicle computer 14) to process information via a date engine (Figure 1, data engine 
13, col. 2, 11-21); (re claim 6) wherein the comparison of contents of the special memory areas 
is performed automatically after one of triggering by the driver an event-controlled manner, time 
controlled manner, and under control of the extemal computer. Stefan et al teaches that in the 
event-controlled manner of fiiel level becoming too low, then the special memory area of the 
vehicle computer is accessed via an information agent, and nearby fiiel stations are located and 
transmitted to the operator (col. 3, lines 21-40); (re claim 7) wherein an information element 
designed to be removed from the information supply of the vehicle multimedia system remains 
in the special memory areas, but is provided with a special identifier which causes this element 
to be unavailable for the vehicle multimedia system. Stefan et al teaches that only the needed or 
required information is transmitted to the operator of the vehicle, and therefore any unnecessary 
information within the information packet is not included in the transmission to the operator. 
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(col. 2, lines 1 1-35); (re claim 9) wherein a navigation unit autonomous to the vehicle is provided 
(col. 3, lines 10-21); (re claim 10) wherein, geographic positions which pertain to an element of 
the information supply available to the driver of the vehicle are converted by the navigation unit 
into navigation-unit-specific coordinates at the time of their initial use; and, the coordinates are 
stored in a manner associated with the element (col. 3, lines 10-21). As discussed above, Stefan 
et al teaches information packets for storing information requested by the operator, which has 
been interpreted to include navigation-unit-specific coordinates requested by the operator; (re 
claim 11) wherein the vehicle computer and the external computer communicate bidirectionally 
via a wireless network (col. 3, lines 10-21); (re claim 12) wherein the vehicle computer also 
provides access to an information supply available outside of the vehicle multimedia system. 
Stefan et al teaches accessing a resource data system (Figure 1, resource data system, 20) 
through a wireless network, which is separate from the vehicle computer (Figure 1, vehicle 
computer 14, col. 3, lines 41-49); (re claim 18) wherein a computer program product having 
program code stored on a computer-readable medium for performing a method for providing 
information support to a vehicle driver by means of a vehicle multimedia system which includes 
a vehicle computer and an external computer that exchange data in a bidirectional 
communication, said program code including the steps for: providing special memory areas in 
the vehicle computer and in the external computer, contents of said special memory areas 
characterizing elements of information available to and selectable by the driver of a vehicle by 
means of the vehicle multimedia system; wherein, contents of the special memory areas are 
automatically compared; and data are exchanged only after successful selection or alteration by 
the driver of the vehicle via bidirectional communication. Stefan et al discloses his method of 
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providing information to an operator of a vehicle, via vehicle computer (Figure 1, vehicle 
computer 14) which would necessitate the need for some type of code stored on some type of 
computer readable medium, whether it was a hard drive, RAM, ROM, etc., to process the 
information packets (special memory areas) as discussed above in response to the method of 

claim 1 . 

Stefan et al fails to specifically teach: (re claim 1) causing the contents of these special 
memory areas to be modifiable by the driver of the vehicle through an input mode which does 
not negatively affect driving safety; (re claim 2) wherein the content of the special memory areas 
can be modified by the driver of the vehicle by one of voice input and by manual operation; (re 
claim 3) wherein the voice input by the driver of the vehicle is processed by the external 
computer to alter the contents of the special memory areas; (re claim 5) wherein the contents of 
the special memory areas are modifiable by a vehicle passenger; (re claim 8) wherein selection 
of an element from the information supply available by means of the vehicle multimedia system 
is performed by the driver of the vehicle, by voice input; (re claim 16) wherein additional means 
are provided for altering the contents of the special memory areas; (re claim 18) causing the 
contents of these special memory areas to be modifiable by the driver of the vehicle through an 
input mode which does not negatively affect driving safety. 

Tan et al teaches a limited fimctionality screen for a vehicle multimedia system as a 
safety precaution for the driver of a vehicle (Fig. 3, and col. 4, lines 35-60). Tan et al also teaches 
a text to speech engine (Figure 1, 24 and col. 3, lines 51-65) that is adapted to receive audio input 
from an occupant (driver or passenger) within said vehicle, as well as a manual input operation 
(col. 2, lines 57-64), both of which are used to access/modify information within the vehicle 
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computer. Tan et al goes on to teach additional means to alter the contents of the vehicle 
multimedia system (col. 2, lines 57-64). Tan et al also teaches a computer readable medium 
included in the electronics (Figure 1, electronics 16) of a vehicle computer system (Figure 1, 
vehicle computer system, 10) to access applications of said system (col. 3, lines 30-36), 
including that of the text-to-speech engine, that allows the driver to input information to the 
system audibly, and allow the driver's hands to remain on the steering wheel, for increased safety 
of the vehicle. 

In view of Tan et al's teachings, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to include, with the method for providing information support 
to a vehicle driver by means of a vehicle multimedia system as taught by Stefan et al, (re claim 
1) causing the contents of these special memory areas to be modifiable by the driver of the 
vehicle through an input mode which does not negatively affect driving safety; (re claim 2) 
wherein the content of the special memory areas can be modified by the driver of the vehicle by 
one of voice input and by manual operation; (re claim 3) wherein the voice input by the driver of 
the vehicle is processed by the external computer to alter the contents of the special memory 
areas; (re claim 5) wherein the contents of the special memory areas are modifiable by a vehicle 
passenger; (re claim 8) wherein selection of an element from the information supply available by 
means of the vehicle multimedia system is performed by the driver of the vehicle, by voice input; 
(re claim 16) wherein additional means are provided for altering the contents of the special 
memory areas; (re claim 18) causing the contents of these special memory areas to be modifiable 
by the driver of the vehicle through an input mode which does not negatively affect driving 
safety, since Tan et al teaches a pliirality of means, including a text to speech engine (voice 
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input/output), that is used to communicate information between a driver, or passenger, of a 
vehicle to and from a vehicle computer system, occupant safety is increased as the need to press 
buttons, or the like, is not required. 

3. Claims 13-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Stefan et al 
(US 6,594,557 Bl) in view of Tan et al (US 6,574,531 B2) as applied to claims 1-12 and 16 
above, and further in view of Colson et al (US 6,574,734 Bl). 

The teachings of Stefan et al and Tan et al have been discussed above. 

Stefan et al and Tan et al specifically fail to teach: (re claim 13) wherein means are 
provided for recognition of a vehicle driver; and the vehicle multimedia system makes the 
information supply available on personalized basis; (re claim 14) wherein a driver-specific 
vehicle key is provided as the means for recognition of a driver of a vehicle; (re claim 15) 
wherein a driver-specific calling number is provided as the means for recognition of a vehicle 
driver; 

Colson et al teaches means for recognition of a vehicle driver via a certificate that 
identifies a person from a smart key (Figure 6, smart key 604), or by logging onto the vehicle 
computer system (automotive computing platform) by an authentication token (certificate, voice 
recognition, user ID/password). Colson et al also teaches that once a person has been identified 
by the authentication token, discussed above, then a user profile specific to the person with the 
authentication token, is loaded onto the vehicle computer system, (col. 10, line 32-col. 11, line 
6.) 
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In view of Colson et al's teachings, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to include, with the method for providing information support 
to a vehicle driver by means of a vehicle multimedia system as taught by Stefan et al and Tan et 
al, (re claim 13) wherein means are provided for recognition of a vehicle driver; and the vehicle 
multimedia system makes the information supply available on personalized basis; (re claim 14) 
wherein a driver-specific vehicle key is provided as the means for recognition of a driver of a 
vehicle; (re claim 15) wherein a driver-specific calling number is provided as the means for 
recognition of a vehicle driver. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Beckert et al (US 6,202,008 Bl), Beckert et al (US 5,794,164 A), and Beckert et al 
(US 5,949,345 A) all teach vehicle computer systems. Loffert et al (US 6,308,133 Bl) teaches a 
navigation system, and Hoffberg et al (US 6,640,145 B2) teaches multimedia systems using 
information packets. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jonathan Sample whose telephone number is (571)270-5925. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-TH 7-4:30, Alternating Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jared Fureman can be reached on 571-272-2391 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/JONATHAN SAMPLE/ /Jared J. Fureman/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 4 1 84 Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 

4184 



